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     WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) denounced      the Administration’s changes to the New Source Review program,      which rewards major campaign contributors with sweeping rollbacks      of the Clean Air Act. The Environmental Protection Agency’s’      (EPA) changes relax provisions, allowing major energy corporations      to increase air pollution dramatically. 

     “The Administration’s decision to weaken New Source Review      represents an aggressive attack on the Clean Air Act ever,”      Olver said. “For decades, the northeast has borne the brunt      of pollution from generating plants farther west. These final rules      changes will undoubtedly make our region’s air dirtier.”
     New Source Review is the Clean Air Act program that requires the      oldest and dirtiest power plants and refineries to install modern      pollution controls whenever they make major modifications that substantially      increase pollution. The program applies to more than 17,000 industrial      facilities including oil refineries, chemical plants, power plants,      incinerators, iron and steel foundries, paper mills, cement plants      and an array of manufacturing facilities. 
     The EPA’s changes to the New Source Review will:

    -  Permit a facility to choose a baseline of emissions that would      allow actual pollution to increase dramatically without triggering      NSR requirements to upgrade pollution controls;

    -  Change the definition of routine maintenance, which will both      substantially increase air pollution from existing sources, as well      as jeopardize the important, ongoing NSR enforcement cases;

    -  Allow emissions to rise at any industrial facility, including        power plants; and, 

    -  Make it more difficult for states to limit air pollution and to      meet tough new standards for fine particulate and ozone pollution.

     Additional changes being proposed by the Administration would allow      power plants to make virtually any change to their facilities —      even ones that significantly increase pollution — without having      to install new pollution controls. These changes would effectively      kill the New Source Review program for existing power plants. 

     Twenty-six million Americans have been diagnosed with asthma and      8.6 million of them are under the age of 18. According to the Centers      for Disease Control, nearly 120,000 premature deaths in the United      States are can be attributed to outdoor air pollution. 
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